AGAINST THE CONSENSUS 



IN SPITE OF MAJOR OPPOSITION/ THE 
I WATER COMMISSION PUSHES FORWARD 
^*ON THE AGREEMENT, 

There they sat again, the water board's 
advisory committee members, or most of them 
anyway, all set to voice another appeal to 
the collective intelligence of the commi¬ 
ssion zhey had been appointed to 
advise. But the Water Commission, 
again, was having none of that . 

The commission would brook no op¬ 
position, not even from its own 
appointed advisors - nor anyone 
else for that matter. It was an¬ 
other regular meeting of the Inyo 
Water Commission; and it soon be¬ 
came clear that the advisory members had 
been called forth only to be chastised, 
contradicted, outraged and then dismissed. 

From the start, it would seem, any op¬ 
position to the "new” D.W.P.-Inyo agreement 
was to be automatically discounted as 
either non-existent or unimportant. Nobody 
was going to change the minds of the Water 
Commission, or presumably, the Inyo Board 
of Supervisors. One source confirmed this 
past week that the supervisors had long 
since sent word down (by way of the County 
Counsel.) to the Water Commission to turn 
out an ’‘agreement" and push it through at 
any price. And that's just what the com¬ 
mission was doing. 

But try as they may to argue the point, 
these facts must have been resting a little 
uncomfortably on even this determined col¬ 
lection of bureaucrats and politicians - 
the ones that make up the questionable 
"leadership" of Inyo's water war: 

-On the record so far at public hear¬ 
ings, etc., there is a miniscule hand¬ 
ful of individuals (mostly D.W.P. em¬ 
ployees or lessees) who have given any 
support whatever to the agreement. 

-On the other hand, a large and impres¬ 
sive vote of opposition has been clear- 
clearly stated at the same hearings. 
-The Water Commission's own advisory 
committee stands against it 100$ (that 
figure assumed since no members, with 
the exception of D.W.P. employee Dave 
Babb, have so far turned up to voice 
any support.) 

-The county's League of Women Voters 
is on record as officially opposing it. 
-The 200-400 members of the Concerned 
Citizens Committee,Inc., is on record 
against the agreement. 

The issues at stake, of course, run far 


deeper than just the increase of groundwater 
pumping in the Owens Valley (see page 7.) 

A deeper look into that subject alone, how¬ 
ever, can be pretty frightening. In the 
past week a graph was produced comparing the 
pumping figures of the past thirteen years 
(obtained from D.W.P.) with the proposed 
allowable figures under the new agreement 


(Continued on page 2) 
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INYO'S CONGRESSMAN ON THE TRAGEDY OF BEIRUT/ 
TWO LONE PINE HIGH SCHOOL KIDS EXPELLED/ THE 
SUBJECT OF CHILD ABUSE RESURFACES IN INYO/ 
AND THERE'LL BE NO ALCOHOLIC McBEVERAGES 
UNDER THE GOLDEN ARCHES 

An international incident was much on the 
minds of local people, as news reports about 
the terrible deaths of more than two hundred 
Marines in Beirut reached the American peo¬ 
ple. Though none of those Marines were sons 
or husbands of Inyoans, there was much anger 
and grief locally over the loss of American 
lives abroad. Constituents of Inyo County's 
Congressman Jerry Lewis phoned his office to 
voice their concern over the tragic events 
in Lebanon - many wanted to bring the Mar¬ 
ines home. 

When News-Letter spoke with the congress¬ 
man at his Washington office, Lewis was 
angered by the killings, but supported keep¬ 
ing the Marines in the Middle East, He said 
that if Americans question the need for a 
military presence in Lebanon, they should 
remember that the U.S. need for oil in the 
Mid-East is a predominant factor and that 
the Soviets stand ready to take control 
there. 

Lewis believes that if the Marines leave 
now, America would be abandoning that part 
of the world. He and many others remain 
concerned over how the enemy managed to get 
so close to the American compound without 
being stopped. 

"Beyond the anger and sadness," Inyo's 
congressman said, "we can't afford to say 

(Continued on page 4) 




































over that same period. In graph form the fig¬ 
ures show an alarming potential threat to 
the valley’s welfare, (see opposite page) 

Opponents of the water agreement see in 
the graph the very real possibility of an 
increasing amount of dying vegetation - not 
only on the valley floor, but also on pri¬ 
vate properties. Even with the court-regu¬ 
lated pumping maximum of l49cfs, they have 
watched their trees fall dead for lack of 
water. One hydrologist said two years ago 
that if all groundwater pumping near Lone 
Pine stopped right now, it would still take 
at least ten gears for nature to repair the 
damage . But facts and graphs and opposition, 
even by well-respected organizations, could 
not make up the stuff the Water Commission 
wanted to hear. 

Why then does the Water Commission con¬ 
tinue to fight for its otherwise implausible 
agreement? 

There may be several possible reasons, 
but all are vague: it is possible, for in¬ 
stance, that the agreement would guarentee 
the Inyo water director a job for five years- 
although the agreement may be a working-man’s 
nightmare, it is a bureaucrat’s fondest 
dream. It may also be that the Board of 
Supervisors, faced with the prospect of 
fighting out the county’s lawsuits, is all 
too unhappily aware that the County Counsel’s 
office simply lacks the talent to come up 
against - and beat - the better and harder 
working legal talent in D.W.P.’s own bureau¬ 
cracy. Tony Rossman, a proven winner of 
water battles, was for a time the county*s 
"Special Counsel" in D.W.P. matters; he’s 
still willing to fight - is convinced we can 
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win - but the county can’t, or more accurately 
won’t pay him. 

Another possible reason for pushing the 
agreement through is that two (perhaps more) 
of the supervisors simply sold out to the 
D.W.P. months and months ago. Their voting 
record in D.W.P. matters shows 100% support 
of any thing D.W.P. wants. 

In any case, the battle was not yet won 
or lost with merely another dismal and un¬ 
convincing meeting of the Water Commission 
last week. But Inyoans - the so-far silent 
• majority opposed to more "agreement" tricks- 
may yet have to get off their apathies in 
order to turn around the supervisors and 
water board members.® 
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DISASTER 

PREPAREDNESS- 

...AND THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
INYO COUNTY AND MONO COUNTY 

Like a dark cloud over Camelot, the vol¬ 
canic hazard notice issued for the Mammoth 
area dropped a kind of gloom over the Eastern 
Sierra business community, especially in Mam¬ 
moth, and struck a small but tense chord of 
fear into local people. 

The gloom and the fear have combined to 
practically paralyze emergency planning in 
Mono County. The U.S. Geological Survey is¬ 
sued the notice a year and a half ago, but 
still Mono County has no plans for evacuating 
people from Mammoth in case of a volcanic er¬ 
uption, or any disaster for that matter. A- 
bout a year ago, USGS scientist Dan Miller 
told us that he would not live in Mammoth in 
the winter without a second road out of town 
in case a disaster blocks the main road. At 
the time there was only highway 203. The 
Chamber of Commerce, Mammoth Mountain, and 
just about everybody else squealed with indig¬ 
nation over that comment. 

But maybe Miller knew something. He at 
least knew that taking a chance on getting 
the one main road blocked was foolhardy. Fi¬ 
nally a couple of Mono supervisors and the 
Forest Service pushed for federal dollars to 
build an emergency escape route. The road 
was built and now has been accepted by all 
under the disguise of the road’s new name - 
M The Mammoth Scenic Loop". Well, at least 
the road is there. But much is missing. 

The eruptive politics on the Mono Board 
of Supervisors have thrown emergency planning 
into disarray more than once ? The Board hand¬ 
ed things over to Mono Sheriff Lloyd Wilson 
and finally something is starting to happen. 
Wilson will talk about the evacuation plan at 


an upcoming meeting. But much time has been 
lost. Paradoxically, Inyo County lost no time 
in telling the public about the volcanic haz¬ 
ard, writing an emergency plan, and working 
constantly with other agencies to foresee any 
possible disaster. 

About the same time the volcanic hazard 
went public, Jim Angelo had taken on the job 
as Inyo’s Disaster Coordinator. Angelo had 
just squeaked through a very precarious pol¬ 
itical squeeze with the Inyo Board of Super¬ 
visors. A couple of them wanted to fire him, 
but he offered to take on more work, including 
Disaster Coordinator. Then lo and behold a 
real potential disaster turned up - a volcano 
brewing in Mono. 

But right from the start ego clashes in 
Inyo made emergency planning a slow and some¬ 
times contentious process. A few individuals 
were vying to be "the one in charge". Some 
of those problems have eased up, but even in 
the recent mock disaster drill involving a 
make-believe earthquake, the egos flared a- 
gain, fortunately not enough to disintegrate 
the effectiveness of the simulation. Angelo 
and others imaginatively created the closest 
thing to real. Employees of Schat’s Bakery 
and other volunteers gave convincing perform¬ 
ances as hysterical quake victims... great ex¬ 
perience for rescue people. There was even 
a plant in the crowd, a man posing as a Sena¬ 
tor critical of the disaster response - just 
a test to see how everyone would handle that. 

No one expects emergency planning to 
guarantee safety and absence of panic, but 
many believe it can make a critical difference 
and save lives. USGS’s Dan Miller said that 
at Mt. St. Helens there was a serious lack of 
planning; and even more serious was the refus¬ 
al to accept that a volcano might erupt. The 
acceptance must come first. Inyo County peo¬ 
ple have acknowledged that a disaster could 
happen. Of course, the death and destruction 
would probably hit Inyo more mercifully than 
Mono County where the magma chamber is rising, 

(Continued on next page) 
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NEWS BRIEFS (Continued from page 1) 
let’s pack our bags and, with our tail be¬ 
tween our legs, walk away. The message that 
would send to the Soviets - to those who 
want to have a different kind of rule in 
that part of the world - that would be the 
wrong message. So we’ve got to be willing 
to support the administration and support 
the president.” 

(Related story on page 8) 

- * - 

Two Lone Pine High School kids, termed 
incorrigibles by school officials, have 
been expelled. 

Lone Pine Superintendent Don Remley has 
rattled a few cages with his style of run¬ 
ning a school, but he says his methods are 
paying off in better behaved students. And 
for those who absolutely refuse to conform 
to civilized conduct, there’s expulsion. 

The two boys - Lone Pine juniors - 
according to Remley, repeatedly committed 
obscene acts and habitually hurled profan¬ 
ity at teachers and fellow students. Some 
teachers complained the boys made it dif¬ 
ficult for others to learn and enjoy school 
events. Finally the situation went to the 
school board, which voted to expell the boys 
for the rest of the school year. 

The last expulsions at Lone Pine were 
three years ago when three sophomore boys 
broke into the auditorium and did some 
damage. 

The recent expulsions were no snap 
decisions. Remley said that one boy was 
involved in twenty-four incidents that were 
reported to his parents, sometimes with 
registered letters. The boys were given 
(Continued on next page) 



Congressman Lewis - "We have to be willing to 
support the president ." 


DISASTER (Continued from page 3) 
so acceptance comes a little easier to Inyo. 

In Mono County there are many whc still 
want to believe that the volcano will cool off 
and die before it ever sees daylight. IVhybe 
it will, but maybe it won’t. It seems like 
every time Mono County overlooks the inevita¬ 
ble need to at least be prepared, the metro¬ 
politan media stirs the pot. Not too long 
ago Time magazine, the L.A. Times, and the 
San Francisco Chronicle printed a painful 
reminder for Mammoth. Just when everyone was 
kind of forgetting about volcanoes, the big 
print media renewed concerns that, maybe a 
volcano will erupt one of these days. Mono 
County officials might as well quit making 
such a fuss over what they don’t want to ac¬ 
cept and quietly get ready for what just might 
happen. ■ 
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NEWS BRIEFS (Continued from previous page) 
detention, counselling and finally were 
told to get out. 

Child abuse, though in relatively small 
numbers, is a topic of concern in Lone Pine 
and the school has a new policy to protect 
abused kids. The Lone Pine School Board 
approved a child abuse and neglect report¬ 
ing policy, which requires school employees 
to report any incidents of abuse that they 
see on the job. 

School Superintendent Don Remley said 
that most often child abuse is not reported 
and that only a "small percentage is detect¬ 
ed/* For instance, if a child had a burn 
on his back, it may never be noticed. Many 
children want to protect the parents, so 
they remain silent about their pain. There 
is also sexual abuse of children... rarely 
mentioned by the kids. 

When News-Letter talked with Remley he 
had just been discussing a recently reported 
case involving a young child who had burns 
around his neck /'possibly from a rope 
Remley speculated. Teachers and other school 
workers are required to report things like 
this to the County Child Protective Service 
or the Sheriff f s Office. In many cases the 
school is an abused child’s only independent 
contact with society and only hope of get¬ 
ting help. 


And on the subject of child abuse, Inde¬ 
pendence resident Barbara Hoelter will hold a 
public discussion. Speaking from her long ex¬ 
perience as a nurse and a concerned individual; 


Mrs, Hoelter will describe the behavioral 
changes, clinical changes and other signs of 
an abused child, in addition to the laws and 
responsibilities related to the reporting of 
child abuse. 

The discussion is scheduled for November 
l6 at 7pm at the Independence American Legion 
Hall, under the auspices of the Legion Auxil¬ 
iary Youth Program, 


- * 


Jonny Carson. n Saturday Night Live/* the 
L,A, Times, Cable News Network.,, these and 
more were talking about the McDonald's Restau¬ 
rant going in at Mammoth Lakes, The big news 
was that McDonald’s franchise Whitey Andres of 
Bishop had applied for a beer and wine licence. 
It would have been the nation’s first McDonald’s 
to serve alcoholic beverages. but the media 
onslaught apparently shook up the corporate 
executives, Andres withdrew his application to 
serve beer and wine. 

It seemed a relatively minor story, but 
the big media, picking up on the novelty of it % 
made McDonald’s headline news. Locals could 
scarce believe their ears when Jonny Carson and 
"Saturday Night Live” humorized the incongruous 
situation. Maybe such snappy lines as "have a 
MeBeIt with your Big Mac" upset the McDonald’s 
execs, and prompted them to forget about a 
possible advertising dream. ■ 
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WHEN ARE WE GOING TO BREAK THE HABIT OF ACCEPTING 
THE SHORT END OF ANY AGREEMENT WITH THE D.W.P?? 


The secret negotiations between Inyo officials and the 
Department of Water and Power have resulted in a document 
that can hardly be descrived as an "agreement". It is 
little more than a surrender document by which Inyo ends 
and loses the water war, and in which the DWP dictates the 
terms of surrender. Under the agreement DWP pumps more 
water, not less. The agreement, which claims to reduce 
water rates by 50% does in fact legitimize an increase of 
water rates (over the past four years) of several hundred 
percent. Further, the present proposal in no way addresses 
the mandate of 76 % of the people to establish control over 
Inyo water. 

We do hope eventually to reach some kind of settlement 
of the water issue in an equitable agreement between Inyo 
County and the DWP. This one lacks essential protection 
for Inyo County. 

Thinking people of Owens Valley are asking the following 
questions: 

--What is the hurry? Why are the Water Commissioners and our 
County Counsel so determined to push this proposal through? 

--Why have they been desperate enough to try to control and 
misrepresent public input? 

--Why is the Commission, which occupies the position of 
implementing Inyo's Groundwater Ordinance, now falling in 
line with the DWP's maneuvering for relatively unlimited 
pumping? 

--Why dees the Commission consider it so noble to become 
tied up in an agreement which depends on the good faith 
of the DWP for the protection of Owens Valley? 

--Why do they consider it unreasonable to insist that 
evidence of good faith come first? 

--Why are they so afraid of offending the DWP by insisting 
on adequate protection for Owens Valley? Is it nec¬ 
essary to abandon basic business procedure to arrive at an 
agreement with the DWP? 

--Can we support, or even trust, those who go to such great 
lengths to rationalize yielding to DWP pressure? 

--What can we, individually or collectively do about it? 


Act now - call your supervisor and let him know how you 
feel. Then attend the public hearing at the American 
Legion Hall in Independence on November 7th at 7:00 pm and 
speak out before it is too late. 




AMIDST THE DEAFENING DIN OF "LEGAL" RATIONAL¬ 
IZATIONS, THE VOICE OF REASON. 


A VOICE-1 

WORTH 
I_HEARING 


Father Kelley recently il¬ 
lustrated his view on the wa¬ 
ter dispute at the Mono Lake 
Bikeathon . 


What’s legal and what’s right,,, they’ re not always 
the same thing, Los Angeles D.W.P, officials have often 
claimed the legal control of Inyo f s water, land, and - 
indirectly - its politics. But there is a widespread 
sentiment among Inyo’s citizens that the D.W.P.’s rather 
patronizing colonialism is something less than right , 

Unique among the dissenting voices is Father Chris¬ 
topher Kelley of St. Timothy f s Episcopal Church in Bish¬ 
op, Father Kelley feels that it is the duty of the 
clergy to lead in matters of faith and morals. He has 
boldly spoken out, condemning Los Angeles 1 attitude to¬ 
ward the Owens Valley and Mono Lake. 

In a recent letter to Supervisor P.D, Cook (pub¬ 
lished in local newspapers) the Father wrote: T, Anything 
having to do with God’s creation is therefore a theolo¬ 
gical issue, and it may be observed as a law that ’as a 
society treats Creation so will its members treat one 
another,’ so this is also a moral issue." 

Father Kelley also phoned Supervisor Cook to oppose 
the new D.W.P, agreement because it allows increased 
groundwater pumping. Cook disagreed. What should have 
been a respectful discussion between a constituent and 
his supervisor escalated into an emotional wrangle, at 
least on the part of one party. Kelley observed that 
Cook seems to be "in the pocket of D.W.P." He said Cook 
replied that was a "damned lie," The frank father then 
suggested that Cook site the times he has not sided with 
D.W.P. in his votes as supervisor. Cool offered no mean¬ 
ingful response, but instead replied, "Well, Mister 
Priest, I think you don’t understand the problems of 
public policy, and you should mind your own church 
business.’" 

What then of the rest of the people who live and work in Inyo County? Is each indi¬ 
vidual supposed to retire into his own personal cloister of "business as usual?" Mr. Cook’s 
statement brings a multitude of questions to mind. Father Kelley believes anything a super¬ 
visor does is a constituents business. Understanding as he does that "as a society treats 
Creation so will its members treat one another," he makes the "moral issue" of Inyo’s water 
his business. His words stand as a reminder to the men and women who represent the people 
of Inyo County and Los Angeles that in governing the resources of the Owens Valley they 
must have the moral strength and the courage to do what is right , 
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INYO PERSPECTIVE 
On Beirut- 


AN INYOAN LOOKS AT THE ROLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 


As controversy continues over the United 
States military involvement in Lebanon, Gren¬ 
ada, or - in the broader perspective - any¬ 
where beyond our own borders, Newsletter in¬ 
terviewed Inyo’s Veterans Service Officer 
Bill Hastings. 

Hastings favors the U.S.Marines’ contin*^ . 
ued presence in Lebanon: "Since we are there, 
we have no choice but to extend every effort 
to finish the job. The price of freedom is 
not free. You have to pay for it once in a 
while,” As a matter of fact, the unequivocal 
VSO would multiply the U.S. force: "I’d move 
in twenty times the men (in Beirut), and I 
would not situate them offshore. That is a 
retreat," This would, in addition to help 
stabilize the Middle East, reverse the common 
-but mistaken - image of a post-Vietnam Amer¬ 
ica unable to carry out and win a war. 

There is, after all, more to Lebanon than 
obscure religious groups struggling for pol¬ 
itical control of a single nation. Uninter¬ 
rupted production and transport of oil bv the 
Middle East is vital to the global economy, 
Hastings said, and most would agree, that 
Russia wants control of the Middle East; and 
given that advantage, the Soviets could "dic¬ 
tate to us." The "us" is, of course, the Un¬ 
ited States, Our economy is particularly 
dependent upon imported petroleum. Hastings 
added that if the Soviets were to control the 
Middle East then, "they control the economy, 
they control the country. I don’t care where 
you are - even one state to another - if one 
gets economic control or power, it can dom¬ 
inate the other." 

Hastings said that he has been informed 
by members of the military that the long- 
range responsibility of the Marine Corps is 
full combat in the Mid East, Iran, and Afghan¬ 
istan. Noting that the Marines have been 
training in terrain similar to certain foreign 
locales, Hastings emphasized that the Pickel 
Meadows Marine base in Mono County specializes 
in mountain warfare, training in terrain sim¬ 
ilar to that in Iran. In addition to that, 
desert training continues at 29 Palms, 

The aforementioned Soviet threat looms 
large - even if thinly veiled - in nearby 
Grenada, too, Ex-Marine Hastings figures the 
U.S., "Should have done something like that a 
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long time ago. We shouldn’t bother with 
Haggling and dealing because it doesn’t work. 
If there is a peaceful way to deal with peo¬ 
ple, America should do that. But if not, 
then action is necessary," 

How does Hastings feel about the deaths 
of more than 200 Marines in Beirut? He pre¬ 
faced his reply by telling us that he is a 
survivor of Iwo Jima, the "battle with the 
highest percentage of casualties." 

"Nobody likes death," he emphasized, 

"but it can’t be avoided. You have to pay 
for freedom and that’s part of the price." 

The 1980’s have been referred to as "the 
war decade". As we wend our way toward the 
century’s end. it seems as though "part of 
the price" is growing ever more expensive 
and the United States - like it or not - 
must ante up in order to ensure its freedom. 
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BENBROOK 


by Clarence Benbrook 

Reading the headlines can be pretty 
depressing these days . But not for 
Clarence Benbrook. With tongue planted 
firmly in cheek, he quips his way 
through current events . 

597 U,S, banks in trouble due to bad 
loans, Don f t worry. The U,3, Bad Loan De¬ 
partment will take care of it with your 
money, 

Andropov accuses Reagan of taking a war¬ 
like course. The Soviets are only taking 
a peaceful # warlike course. 

The Secretary of Commerce has asked the 
F.B.I. to investigate leaks of secret govern¬ 
ment economic statistics. Is it possible 
they don T t want us to know how good the 
economy is? 

D.W.P. Angel program pays utility bills 
for the unfortunate. As usual # the angel is 
on D.W.P. f s shoulder. You help pay for the 
bills they can f t collect or for the customers 
they wouldn't have. 

The American Civil Liberties Union filed 
a suit against Terminal Island Federal Prison 
for denying inmates legal assistance, medical 
attention and for forcing them to live in 
cells with leaky toilets and no hot water. 
Daniel Boone and Buffalo Bill would have been 
mortified to have to live without these 
luxuries. 

The House Ethics Committee said the sex 
scandals were isolated instances and not typ¬ 
ical of the House of Representatives, Will 
the one that didn't please stand up? 

The Soviets claim they have a talking 
elephant in their zoo. We only know they 
have a talking zoo in their government. 

An Orange County lawyer who worked for 
a utility company in industrial relations for 
27 years is appointed State Labor Commission¬ 
er. This is like appointing a pneumonia germ 
to watch over your lungs. 

Mono Lake is at its highest level in 44 
years - Mother Nature trying to fool D.W.P? 

Reagan sees doom in court ban on school 
prayer. Hope he f s not been talking to God 
again. 

D.W.P. will swap 30 acres of land in 
Santa Monica for 3,000 acres of Federal land 
in Owens Valley. They want to make a dust 
disposal area out of it. 

By the end of the century, developing 
countries may have 44l million more people 
than they can feed. We bailed out their 
banks and will now have to bail out their sex 
habits with food. 

Mondale accuses Reagan of trying to 
Americanize Central America, Is "Americanize" 
supposed to be immoral, sinful, or fattening? 

Senate 0K f s an unbalanced budget. What 
do you expect from an unbalanced Senate? 

Third World nations condemn U.S. poli¬ 
cies on Nicaragua. It will be a cold day ii 
Honduras when they condemn our third world 
loans, 

The Interior Department pushes for more 
public use of wildlife refuges. If taxes get 
much worse, we'll all have to move into them. 

If it is unlawful for a parent to keep 
their child out of school, how come thousands 


of children can be kept out of school by 
striking teachers? 

Herald Examiner newspaper pulling out of 
Owens Valley. The Owens Valley gets freedom 
from the press. 


Assembly Speaker Willie Brown wants to 
make it harder to get an initiative on the 
ballot. In fact, he wants to kill the tax¬ 
payer’s goose that lays the golden eggs. 

Willie wants to increase signatures for 
an initiative from 5% to 10% or 15% 9 which 
would make it virtually impossible to get 
enough signatures in time to get a measure 
on the ballot. The Assembly meets in one 
place at one time and can vote on a measure 
in a short time. To collect 10% or 15% of 
the voters' signatures scattered over the 
state of California would make the initiative 
process financially prohibitive, if not im¬ 
possible , 

We can do without Willie Brown, but we 
cannot very well do without the public's on^ 
chance to get their wishes across to the 
politicians. 



Your only locally owned office 
in Southern myo... 
servin g Southern Inyo 

Southern Inyo acreage - 5 acres on 
Highway 395 with well. $30,000. 

140 secluded acres at the foot of the 
Sierra. Complete with house, cottage 
and springs. $140,000. 


Ontui& 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN, 
r/’VI Owner-Broker 

u=o_JTffcl® We’re Here For You. 

310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 876-4121 


— Manufacturing Jeweler 

Custom & Traditional Wedding Rings 
Jewelry Appraising 

We Buy JEWELRY , DIAMONDS , 

GOLD , SILVER & COINS 


Ring Sizing 

Jewelry Repairing 
Often while you wait 


103 North Main, Bishop 


873-6980 


Don Leake Go.' 


WE’RE 

FIGHTING FOR 
YOUR LIFE 


$ 


American 
Heart Association 
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Senet. 
Kessl e 


BUREAUCRATIC BOO-BOO / COURTHOUSE SPACE WARS / AND A 
POSSIBLE SOLUTION / THE BOTTOM LINE ON THE AGREFMENT 


Bureaucracy,., it runs our lives in 
many ways. But did you know a bureau could 
pronounce ybu dead, even when you’re not? 

Yep, that f s what happened to Bill Langen of 
Olancha, so we’re told. 

When his Social Security check failed 
to show up one month, Langen started making 
some phone calls. The Social Security Bur¬ 
eau had a perfectly logical explanation: they 
told Langen that, according to their records, 
he was dead. 

So what does he have to do to resurrect 
himself in the files of the Social Security 
Office? Langen, we understand, was told that 
the road back to the living is paved with 
many forms that he must fill out in detail. 
-*- 

Space wars at the Inyo Courthouse,., 
and some officials are getting downright 
territorial. It’s no surprise that the old 
Courthouse is fast filling up with paperwork 
that is turned out yearly by the ton. First 
the Judge told the District Attorney to move 
some of his files. Then the D,A, launched a 
space hunt that took a committee into County 
Clerk Rita Bromley's office. 

The fiesty Clerk says she’s already 
pressed for space and isn’t about to surren¬ 
der room in her office for the building of 
another storage area. 



- * - 

Well, the Clerk and the D.A. aren't the 
only ones with problems. Just about every 
other department at the Courthouse has too 
many files for its cabinets. 

The answer just may lie, would you be¬ 
lieve, next door at Anna's Italian Villa . 

Franco Fodera has lots of space there 
and is working on building a storage area. 
-*- 

Speaking of Anna's Villa... Anna’s 
homemade pasta and desserts, and Franco’s 
charm as a host, it’s...well... Bvonol 


Inyo's County Clerk Rita Bromley insists 
she's got space troubles of her own . 


Personal gain... that’s what’s clouding 
the real truth about the Inyo-D.W.P, Agree¬ 
ment proposal. Under that proposal. Water 
Director Greg James stands to get $50,000 
from D,W.P. for his department, maybe even 
for his own salary. County Counsel Dennis 
Itye rs won’t have to work on two lawsuits if 
the agreement goes through. If it does not 
pass, the Inyo Water Commission will prob¬ 
ably be abolished. Of course, there are 
those officials who simply want to be known 
as the ’’ones who settled with D.W.P.” Well, 
that’s nice for Greg James, Dennis Myers, 
and the Water Commissioners. But what about 
the Inyo public? The only guarenty for them 
is that D.W.P. will be doing a lot more 
pumping. 

...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
EVERY DAY... 


Sincerely, 


ten 


■Propane & Service — 


P.O. BOX G 1000 N. MAIN ST. 
PHONE: 876-5921 
k-LONE PINE_ 


"y«4* ^imm- Qumtd Q<U Company " 


CARPET * LINOLEUM * CERAMIC TILE, 
_TILE * HARDWOOD FLOORS 


COMMERCIAL S RESIDENTIAL FLOORf REMODELING 
Tonopah , Mono County f Southern Inyo 


Hoover Vacuums 
& Accessories 



Master Card 
Visa 


Modern Floors 

LIC. #244228 

873-5406 1240 N. MAIN. BISHOP 






































EVA POOLE - GILSON 
POEMS 


The Contentment 
of Weeds 


If I could write a true poem 
today it would say a yellow waiting 
sweet as air, clear 
I am an eye of expectation 
loving the now, the sun yellow hope 
while I drink morning coffee 
and neglect to comb my hair 
until golder afternoon 

If I could write a true poem 

it would contain peach and apricot trees 

barren with autumn against white-tongued sky 

It would be gritty with warm gravel 

—heat and desert and silence spilling out of it 

like a cup overturned in the glad mirage 

of high mountain day 

It would catch the contentment of weeds 

If I could write a true poem 

it would lie ambitionless in your hands 

under your eyes as languid as a swan 

on vacation. The poem would be the turkey 

before the beheading—blithe and unsuspecting 

and uncaring fat in present feathers 

A true poem would be this little girl delighted 

with claw scratchings black on this page: her heart 



Why the poet can not 
listen to your sorrow today 


As far as the eye can see—gold darkening 
All air is a handknit sweater promising 
comfort despite winter 

How know cold in this gold deliberateness? 
How reminisce the essence of ice 
when the water sings fluted-yellow soprano 
and we are all the audience she needs? 

How remember snow’s tantrumming drumming 
when all earth is an autumn harp? 



IAS \l EGKS - RENO - S/4CR/4IAENTO 
FRESNO- OR/INGE COUNTY-LA. 

Mfi ' ' . .. ~ - 
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EASTERN 

FLYING 

SERVICE 


Chartered flights out of 
Lone Pine or Bishop 


SIERRA 


-CALL- 

Bishop Lone Pine 
872-1440 876-4674 
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' rr v-^CTION REQUESTED 


Some scenes from 
the recent mock-disas¬ 
ter in Bishop . The ex¬ 
ercise was organized 
by Inyo’s Disaster Co¬ 
ordinator Jim Angelo , 
Several local law en¬ 
forcement and emergen¬ 
cy service agencies 
took part in the 
events . 
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